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OUR DISTINGUISHRD WHISTLEBLOWERS

Maurice McCabe

John Wilson

Since I started writing my opinion pieces back in 2005 I have used them as an opportunity to
have a good old rant against many sections of society. I have complained about politicians,
bankers, civil servants, journalists and trade unions to name a few. There is however one
section of society that up until now I have never mentioned and that is the Garda Siochana.
Unfortunately I now find myself in a position where I feel compelled to write about what has
gone on in the Gardai because I find myself dismayed by the way the Garda whistleblowers
have been treated.

I have to admit that I had not given the whistleblower issue much attention until the Garda
Commissioner made his now infamous comment about personally finding their behaviour
“disgusting”. Before that incident I had watched Luke Ming Flanagan make his comments
about Garda corruption and I had listened to Mick Wallace talk about some penalty points
being removed from family and friends of Gardai but I had not got particularly enraged
because I had not realised that there was a major problem that goes all the way to the top of
the Garda organisation. It is only now that I have had the chance to do some homework on the
events that led up to the “disgusting” comment that I feel I have enough facts in front of me to
reach my conclusion that the whole Garda organisation has a major “Culture” problem.

(The homework I am referring to consisted of watching a number of videos on YouTube,
reading various newspaper articles and reading coverage on the Politics.ie website.)

Here is just one small exert from the transcript of the conversation between Maurice McCabe
and the confidential recipient Oliver Connolly in Feb 2012 that I think gives a sense of just
how bad this whole thing is:



Connolly: “Shatter would have read your report in detail, | know he did, he communicated with me and he will
have read all of your exhibits, which | actually labelled them numbered one to nine in the actual, in the order
they were highlighted so he did know. And you know | redacted, the only thing | redacted was your name. Alan
studied everything in fact | know he did.”

McCabe: “Yeah but do you see the flaw in the system Oliver he goes back to the commissioner, if anyone
complains against the...... ”

Connolly: “You were guarded in the report | have to say in implicating the Commissioner directly you even
gave him a way out, you actually said on page 3 he may not be...”

McCabe: “He may not be...”

Connolly: “Yes but the point is and | know what you are saying . | mean | have to say | am surprised.”
McCabe: “| showed you.”

Connolly: “There are other issues that...”

McCabe: “| showed you the records Oliver.”

Connolly: “There are other issues | am aware of that are not related to you at all, course they’ll go to the
Commissioner. But I'm very surprised he pushed the man’s appointment, so he was appointed was he?”

McCabe:- “Yeah, he’s now a Chief Superintendant based on what the commissioner told him.”
[they discuss the appointment]
McCabe: “But Oliver what do you do then with all the falsification of records? What do | do with them? What

do | do with the hundreds of cases that haven’t been investigated? What do | do with innocent people
being set up.”

For anyone interested in reading the whole transcript it can be read at: http://
www.broadsheet.ie/2014/02/18/garda-confidential-2/ and for anyone interested in doing some
more detailed homework for themselves | recommend that first of all they read the letter from
the Department of Justice to Maurice McCabe outlining the findings of the internal Garda
(O’Mahony) investigation as well as watching the full recording of Mary Lou McDonald
questioning the Garda Commissioner at the Public Accounts Committee which is available on
YouTube.

In my opinion Alan Shatter should be fired and I’'m not sure if I can trust anyone at the top of
the Garda organisation because so many of them appear to have been involved in trying to
hide the truth. I also want to say I agree with Leo Vradker when he states that the behaviour
of the whistleblowers was distinguished rather than disgusting.


http://www.broadsheet.ie/2014/02/18/garda-confidential-2/

Shatter & Callinan

ANGLO TRIAL

There are two aspects of the trial that I would like to comment on (apart from the fact that it
took so long to get this far).

First of all given the evidence presented it appears strange that David Drumm has not been
extradited from America because the other defendants have consistently stated that he put the
whole “Maple 10” plan together. The cynic in me wonders if the defendants are using his
absence as a convenient way to blame somebody else for masterminding the plan. In
particular Sean Fitzpatrick has made sure to distance himself from any day to day
involvement in the bank post 2005 and therefore has testified that he did not know about the
loans to the Maple 10 until after the process was completed. If all this is true it would appear
as if the main suspect has got away!

The second issue I want to comment on is in relation to how nobody involved seemed to think
that a bank lending money to its customers to buy its own shares and with recourse to only
25% of the value was a strange thing. Having heard all that I was thinking that I should pop
into my local Bank of Ireland branch here in Rosslare Harbour to ask for a loan to buy Bank
of Ireland shares because of course that type of thing is the type of thing banks do in their
normal course of business!!

In my next opinion piece I should be able to comment on the result of the case. Watch this
space!

As is often the case with my opinion pieces I want to give the final word to the world’s
second richest man because in the light of the whistleblowers and Anglo trial I think his view
cuts to the core of these issues:



Look for 3 things in
a person-
intelligence, energy
& integrity. If they
don’t have the last

one, don’t even
bother with the first
two. ~W. Buffet

Maurice McCabe and John Wilson have shown that they have all 3 things that Warren Buffett
looks for in a person and for that we should all be grateful.



